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The South Oxford Community Association (SOCA) is a charity committed to making the 
Centre’s spaces available to the local community at reasonable and affordable prices, while at 
the same time ensuring the financial viability of the Centre. The Management Committee (MC) is 
responsible for making decisions which are sustainable and enable the Centre to continue to 

serve our local community long into the future.    
 
Room hire is the primary source of income for the Centre, covering wages, utilities, business 
rates, repairs and maintenance. The MC seeks grant funding for capital expenses and specific 

projects, e.g. providing art exhibitions or improving the facilities at the Centre, but we rely on 
room rental income for the Centre’s continuing existence. 
 
For these reasons, SOCA must consider carefully applications for discounted use of the 

facilities. We are not able to grant every application because we must cover our running costs. 
We encourage local residents to seek external funding for their project or activity and to 
include the cost of room rental in any such grant or fundraising efforts. Before applying for a 
discount for your activity, please think, ‘Is there a grant I could apply for that could support my 
charitable activity and allow me to pay the full room costs?’. Please provide on your application 
information about the fundraising you are undertaking and when you expect you will be able to 
pay the full room hire costs. 

 

In applying for  a discount , the individual or  group will need to meet one, or  mor e, of 

the following cr iter ia:  
 

● A registered local charity (within South Oxford, SOCA’s area of benefit’) running an 

event for the benefit primarily of local residents, e.g. a fundraiser or forum where funds 

raised would not cover the room hire costs 

● The event will engage local residents in providing benefit for an emergency national or 

international appeal, e.g. Disasters Emergency Appeal for a one-off event to engage 

local community in national or international crisis for humanitarian, not political, ends 

● The event or activity will have direct benefit for an identified group of under-represented 

or disadvantaged people, living primarily within the area of benefit 

● Seeking a short-term discount to begin a small enterprise to meet an identified need in 

the local community and to assist in development of a client base.  

 
Discounts are offered at the discretion of the Management Committee and will normally be a 
reduction of 50% on the usual rate for a specific event or a set period of time. In very 

exceptional circumstances a further discount may be granted. There is no automatic right to a 
discount and every case will be considered on its merits and taking into consideration the 
financial position of the Centre. 
 

How to apply:  
To have your request for a discount considered please contact the Centre Administrator at 
enquiries@southoxford.org. We endeavor to consider requests at the meetings of the SOCA 
Management Committee, which are usually held monthly, and communicate decisions within 7 
days following the meeting. 
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